
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Case # H-23-24 

Agenda Memorandum 
Historic Preservation Commission 

  
 
DATE       December 11, 2024 
 
SUBJECT 
 Certificate of Appropriateness Request:  H-23-24 
 Applicant:      Lois Morris 
 Location of subject property:  32 Marsh Ave NW and 22 Marsh Ave NW 

PIN:      PINs 5620-79-0597 and 5620-79-1642 
Staff Report prepared by:  Kim Wallis, AICP, Senior Planner 

 
BACKGROUND  
• The subject property, 22 Marsh Ave NW, is designated as a “Contributing” structure in the 

North Union Street Historic District, circa 1870 [The house was moved to Mount Pleasant 
sometime in the late 1980s/1990s and is currently a vacant lot] (Exhibit A). 

o “Frame house following traditional two-story, single-pile piedmont form with Greek 
Revival details, one of the oldest houses in the district. House has symmetrical, 
three-bay facade, 6/6 sash windows, center hall plan typical of Greek-influenced 
vernacular houses of the mid-nineteenth century. House retains exterior end 
chimneys that are also typical of this house type. Full-facade porch with square-in-
section columns is twentieth century replacement of earlier full-facade porch. 
Notable late nineteenth century addition to house is bay window in center of second 
story facade, with cut-out awning and windows framed by molded colonnettes. 
House covered with asbestos siding, but this did not result in removal of trim. House 
originally stood on North Union Street. It was purchased by F.A. Archibald before 
1900, and he moved the house to its present location about 1908 when he erected 
his impressive Colonial Revival residence at 183 North Union Street (see #49).” 
(Exhibit A). 

• The subject property, 32 Marsh Ave NW, [formerly addressed as 28 Marsh Ave NW], is 
designated as a “Contributing” structure in the North Union Street Historic District, circa 
1928 (Exhibit A). 

o “Handsome, two-story brick Colonial Revival style residence designed by Charlotte 
architect Louis H. Asbury. House has symmetrical, five-bay facade and side gable 
roof pierced by three gable-roofed dormers. One-story, three-bay porch has Tuscan 
columns with ornamental iron in sheaf-of-wheat pattern between columns and is 
topped with balustrade whose diagonal latticework creates lozenge-shaped 
patterns. Dormers have molded pilasters and keystone-type ornaments. Dormers 
and central second floor windows have intersecting tracery sash. Oglesby was a 
practicing attorney in Concord.” (Exhibit A). 

DISCUSSION  
On October 24, 2024, Lois Morris applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness under Concord 
Development Ordinance (CDO) §9.8 to install fencing in the rear yards and fencing and gates 
in the front yards to connect and enclose both properties at 32 Marsh Ave NW and 22 Marsh 
Ave NW (Exhibit A).  
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The applicant owns the two adjacent properties on Marsh Ave NW. She states a desire to install 
an extension of existing fences to enclose the two yards to provide a safe environment for her 
small dogs to run and prevent them from disturbing the neighbors.  
 
Included in this application was a request to install privacy fencing in the rear yards, however 
those have been already installed. A forth-coming after-the-fact request for the installation of 
these fences will be included in an ex-post-facto Certificate of Appropriateness application to 
be heard at the January HPC meeting. 
 
32 Marsh Ave NW (house and lot) 
The applicant is proposing to install thirteen (13) feet of 5’ tall decorative black aluminum 
driveway gate in the rear yard connecting to the house on the right and the neighbors existing 
wood fence to the left at 40 Marsh Ave NW.  A 5’ tall decorative double picket black aluminum 
walkway gate and fence section is proposed to be installed at the front right corner of the 
house in the front yard, which will connect to the proposed fence at 22 Marsh Ave NW. 
 
22 Marsh Ave NW (vacant lot) 
The applicant is proposing to install sixty-five (65) feet of 5’ tall black aluminum double picket 
fence in the front yard: one section will be located parallel to the public sidewalk and in front 
of the existing large oak and magnolia trees; a second section of fence will run down the left 
property line, between the two lots and parallel to an existing hedge, and will connect to the 
proposed fence at 32 Marsh Ave NW, at the right of the house. The applicant states that no 
existing shrubbery will be disrupted, and the desire is to minimize any damage to the tree 
roots. A 10-15’ wide 5’ tall black aluminum double gate is proposed to be installed across the 
unused driveway opening at the right front yard, which will connect to the proposed fence on 
the left and the existing brick and iron fence on the right side of the property. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Exhibit A: National Register of Historic Places Inventory 
Exhibit B: Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
Exhibit C: Subject Property Map 
Exhibit D: Applicant submitted Description, Site Plan, and Photographs. 
 
HISTORIC HANDBOOK DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS 
Approval Requirement Needs Table:  

• Fencing: All types of new fencing in public view require Commission review and 
approval. Planning Department may extend approval for rear fencing. 

 
Chapter 5.2:  Fencing & Walls 

• Where fences are desired in front yards and side yards at corner lots, the design shall 
be primarily decorative in nature. Front yard fences shall not exceed four feet in height. 

• All wooden fences shall be “stick-built” on site. Painting is recommended, but not 
required, for rear yard fences unless they are visible from the street. If a fence is 
designed as a single-sided fence, one with detailing on only one side, the finished detail 
must be on the outside face of the fence (facing the neighboring property or the street). 
Additionally, wood picket fences shall have pickets spaced at a minimum of 1 inch or 
half the width of the picket. (See notes regarding “Privacy Fences” for allowable 
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exceptions to this rule). Walls or fences in front yards and side yards at corner lots shall 
not be more that 65% solid.  

• Cast-iron, powder coated aluminum, or wrought iron fences shall be designed to follow 
historic precedents found in the districts.  

• Where fences are desired in front yards and side yards at corner lots, the design shall 
be primarily decorative in nature. Front yard fences shall not exceed four feet in height. 

• Rear yard fences are defined as fences, which do not extend forward on the applicant’s 
property beyond the side centerline of the house in plain view. Approval of the location 
may also will be handled on a case-by-case basis to determine the best natural break in 
the rear and front yards for placement of fences. Rear yard fences may be higher than 
four feet. The portions of rear yard fences that face the street shall be landscaped with 
shrubs and trees of a planting size that will fully hide the fence from the street within 
two years. Size, type, and growth habits of plant materials to screen rear yard fences 
that face the street shall be submitted at time of application. If a front yard fence adjoins 
a rear yard fence, or an existing neighboring property fence, attention shall be given to 
the transition between the two fences. Also, attention shall be given to the design of 
fences placed along a sloping grade. All proposed fences and walls shall not negatively 
affect existing trees and mature landscaping.  

Design Standards 
• Fence and wall materials and style shall coordinate with building and neighboring 

buildings, as well as other walls and fences in the area. 

RECOMMENDATION 
1. The Historic Preservation Commission should consider the circumstances of this 

application for a Certificate of Appropriateness relative to the North and South Union 
Street Historic Districts Handbook and act accordingly.  

2. If approved, applicant(s) should be informed of the following:  
 City staff and Commission will make periodic on-site visits to ensure the project 

is completed as approved.  
 Completed project will be photographed to update the historic properties 

survey.  
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Handsome, two-story brick Colonial Revival style residence designed 
by Charlotte architect Louis H. Asbury. House has symmetrical, five-bay 
facade and side gable roof pierced by three gable-roofed dormers. One-story, 
three-bay porch has Tuscan columns with ornamental iron in sheaf-of-wheat 
pattern between columns and is topped with balustrade whose disgonal 
latticework creates lozenge-shaped patterns. Dormers have molded pilasters 
and keystone-type ornaments. Dormers and central second floor windows 
have intersecting tracery sash. Oglesby was a practicing attorney in 
Concord. 

65. House 
40 Marsh Avenue, N. W. 
1921 (SM) 
c 

One-and-a-half-story, frame, double-pile house with high hip roof and 
engaged, full-facade porch. Roof is pierced by broad, hip-roofed dormers 
with three windows apiece on front and both sides of house. Porch has 
Tuscan columns and balustrade. Broad, seven-bay facade with tall l/1 
sash windows. 

66. House 
46 Marsh Avenue, N.W. 
ca. 1925 
c 

Two-story, frame Colonial Revival residence with gambrel roof and full 
facade shed dormer. Symmetrical, five-bay facade; central entrance has 
projecting, gable-roofed portico with Tuscan columns. Shed-roofed porches 
on both sides of house; exterior end chimney on west (left)· side. Shuttered 
windows have 9/l sash. 

EXHIBIT A
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education wing, erected in 1923, which is set perpendicular to the nave 
along the rear of the church's west side. The church is laid up in 
1:5 common bond and has handsome corbeled cornices along the front 
and sides of the nave and on the tower. The steep pitch of the nave's 
roof, the lancet-arched window openings, and the buttresses flanking 
the nave and tower combine to give the design its Gothic flavor. The 
church has fine stained glass and much of its' original interior detail. 

62. Associate Reformed Presbyterian Manse 
16 March Avenue, N.W. 

63. 

ca. 1925 
F 

One-and-a-half-story, frame bungalow with semi-engaged, full-facade 
porch with slightly tapered wood columns on brick plinths. House victimized 
by unsympathetic application of vinyl siding which resulted in removal 
of original trim. 

Reverend John S. Heilig House 
22 Marsh Avenue, N.W. 
ca. 1870 
c 

- ---"'-

Frame house following traditional two-story, single-pile piedmont form 
with Greek Revival details, one of the oldest houses in the district. 
House has symmetrical, three-bay facade, 6/6 sash windows, center hall 
plan typical of Greek-influenced vernacular houses of the mid-nineteenth 
century. House retains exterior end chimneys that are also typical of 
this house type. Full-facade porch with square-in-section columns is 
twentieth century replacement of earlier full-facade porch. Notable late 
nineteenth century addition to house is bay window in center of second 
story facade, with cut-out awning and windows framed by molded colonnettes. 
House covered with asbestos siding but this did not result in removal 
of trim. 

House originally stood on North Union Street. It was purchased by F .A. 
Archibald before 1900, _ and he_ moyed _Jhe _ house to its present location 
about 1908 when he erected his ii)Jpressive- :ColdniaP•:Reviva't---restdence --
at 183 North Union Street (see #49). 
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Source: City of Concord
Planning Department

H-23-24

22 & 32 Marsh Ave NW

PIN: 5620-79-0597,
5620-79-1642

These maps and products are designed for general
reference only and data contained herein is subject 
to change. The City Of Concord, it's employees or 
agents make no warranty of merchantability or fitness 
for any purpose, expressed or implied, and assume no 
legal responsibility for the information contained therein. 
Data used is from multiple sources with various scales 
and accuracy. Additional research such as field surveys 
may be necessary to determine actual conditions.
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